UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff, 


V. 


Case No. 


APPROXIMATELY $28,766.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America, by its attorneys, Matthew D. Krueger, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and Scott J. Campbell, Assistant United States 
Attorney for this district, alleges the following in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit property to the United States of America for 
violations of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

The Defendant In Rem 

2. The defendant property, approximately $28,766.00 in United States currency, was 
seized on or about September 5, 2018, from Rondell Ray at or near 3XXX W. Wright Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The defendant property is presently in the custody of the United States 
Marshal Service in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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Jurisdiction and Venue 


3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant property under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(b). 

5. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1), because the acts or 
omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

6. The defendant property, approximately $28,766.00 in United States currency, is 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because it was 
used or intended to be used in exchange for controlled substances, represents proceeds of 
trafficking in controlled substances, or was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 
21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

Facts 

7. Heroin is a Schedule 1 controlled substance under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

8. MDMA (also known as ecstasy or molly) is a Schedule 1 controlled substance 
under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

9. Cocaine is a Schedule 11 controlled substance under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

10. Hydrocodone is a Schedule 11 controlled substance under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

11. Oxycodone is a Schedule 11 controlled substance under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

12. Dormin is used by drug dealers to cut or dilute controlled substances. 

13. Inositol is used by drug dealers to cut or dilute controlled substances. 
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14. Under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1), it is unlawful for any person who has been 
convicted in any court of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year - 
that is, any felony conviction - to possess any firearm. 

15. Since on or about August 27, 1990, Rondell Ray has been, and remains, a 
convicted felon. 

16. Asa convicted felon, Rondell Ray is prohibited from possessing a firearm. 

August 28, 2018 purchase of heroin and cocaine from Rondell Ray 

17. On August 28, 2018, a confidential informant, under the direction of Milwaukee 
police officers, purchased 0.34 grams of heroin and 0.1 gram of cocaine from Rondell Ray at or 
near Ray’s residence, 3XXX W. Wright Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (the “Wright Street 
residence”). 

18. The confidential informant paid Rondell Ray $80 for the 0.34 grams of heroin and 
0.1 gram of cocaine, which payment consisted of four $20 bills in pre-recorded buy money. 

19. The confidential informant had also purchased heroin from Rondell Ray on one or 
more occasions before August 28, 2018, at or near the Wright Street residence. 

Septemher 5, 2018 execution of search warrant at Rondell Ray’s residence 

20. On September 5, 2018, officers executed a search warrant at the Wright Street 
residence. 

21. Rondell Ray was present during execution of the search warrant. 

22. Below are some of the items inside the Wright Street residence on September 5, 

2018. 

A. In the kitchen were the following; 

i. Four digital scales. 

ii. Three boxes of baggies. 
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B. In the northeast bedroom were the following: 

i. A bottle of Dormin, a bottle of Inositol, and United States 
currency, all on the same shelf. 

ii. Three unlabeled prescription bottles - one containing 

18 acetaminophen hydrocodone pills, one containing three 
oxycodone pills, and one containing two unidentified pills. 

iii. Four MDMA tablets. 

C. In the northwest bedroom were the following: 

i. Between the mattress and box spring was a .22 caliber revolver 
with four rounds of ammunition. 

ii. In a pair of jeans was a wallet containing Rondell Ray’s Wisconsin 
driver’s license and United States currency. 

iii. In a plastic bag in the closet was additional United States currency. 

D. Throughout the residence were a total of seven cell phones. 

23. The total United States currency seized from the Wright Street residence was 
approximately $28,766, which is the defendant property in this action. 

24. The approximately $28,766 in United States currency included the $80 (four $20 
bills) of recorded buy money from the August 28, 2018 controlled buy of heroin and cocaine 
from Rondell Ray. 

September 5, 2018 Mirandized Statement 

25. On September 5, 2018, Rondell Ray was mirandized and agreed to speak with 
officers. 

26. In the September 5, 2018 audio and video recorded statement, Rondell Ray stated 
the following: 

A. Ray lives alone at the Wright Street residence. 

B. Ray pays $650 in cash per month for rent at the Wright Street residence. 
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C. Before officers were able to gain entrance to the Wright Street residence 
during execution of the search warrant, Ray had flushed about one to two 
grams of heroin down the toilet. 

D. Ray intended to purchase 100 grams of heroin later that day from his 
Chicago supplier. 

E. Ray has been selling heroin for about four or five months. 

F. Ray purchased about 50 to 100 grams of heroin every two weeks from his 
supplier in Chicago. 

G. Ray paid $60 per gram for the heroin and then sold it for $120 per gram. 

H. The money seized from the Wright Street residence was proceeds from 
Ray’s selling of drugs and clothes. 

I. Ray also sells cocaine, but primarily sells heroin. 

J. The firearm found at the Wright Street residence had been left at the 
residence by Ray’s friend, but Ray possessed it and had placed it under the 
mattress. 

Rondell Ray’s 2018 State Drug Charges 

27. On or about September 7, 2018, Rondell Ray was charged in Milwaukee County 
Circuit Court, Case No. 18CF4244, with (1) one count of possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon, and (2) one count of maintaining a drug-trafficking place. 

28. A plea/sentencing hearing in Case No. 18CF4244 is scheduled for February 25, 


2019. 


Rondell Ray’s 2011 Federal Drug Charges 

29. On or about June 7, 2011, Rondell Ray was charged in a one-count indictment in 
United States v. Rondell Ray, Case No. 1 l-CR-123 (E.D. Wis.), with distribution of a controlled 
substance - namely, crack cocaine, a Schedule II controlled substance. 

30. On or about August 17, 2011, Rondell Ray pleaded guilty to distribution of a 
controlled substance. 


5 


Case 2;19-cv-00140-JPS Filed 01/25/19 Page 5 of 9 Document 1 


31. On or about January 31, 2012, Rondell Ray was sentenced to 100 months in 
prison and five years of supervised release. 

32. On or about November 21, 2012, Rondell Ray’s sentence was reduced to 90 
months in prison and five years of supervised release. 

33. On or about June 2, 2016, Rondell Ray’s sentence was reduced to 82 months in 
prison and five years of supervised release. 

34. On or about September 7, 2018, the United States Marshal Service issued a 
Detainer to the Milwaukee County Jail - which had custody of Rondell Ray in Milwaukee 
County Case No. 18CF4244 - as to Rondell Ray’s violation of his supervised release in Case 
No. ll-CR-123 (E.D. Wis.). 

Rondell Ray’s 1998 Federal Drug Charges 

35. On or about January 21, 1998, Rondell Ray was charged in a four-count 
indictment in United States v. Rondell Ray, Case No. 98-CR-l 1 (E.D. Wis.), with distribution of 
a controlled substance - namely, crack cocaine, a Schedule 11 controlled substance. 

36. On or about May 28, 1998, Rondell Ray pleaded guilty to one count of 
distribution of a controlled substance, and the other three counts were dismissed. 

37. On or about January 29, 1999, Rondell Ray was sentenced to 151 months in 
prison and five years of supervised release. 

38. On or about March 13, 2008, Rondell Ray’s sentenced was reduced to 130 
months in prison and five years of supervised release. 

39. On or about January 31, 2012, Rondell Ray’s supervised release in Case No. 98- 
CR-l 1 (E.D. Wis.) was revoked and he was sentenced to 33 months in prison, to run concurrent 
with Ray’s sentence in 1 l-CR-123 (E.D. Wis.). 
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Administrative Forfeiture Proceedings 

40. The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) began administrative forfeiture 
proceedings on the approximately $28,766.00 in Elnited States currency as money that was used 
or intended to be used in exchange for controlled substances or was proceeds of trafficking in 
controlled substances. 

41. On or about November 4, 2018, Rondell Ray filed a claim to the defendant 
property, approximately $28,766.00 in Elnited States currency, with the DEA in the 
administrative forfeiture proceedings. 

Warrant for Arrest In Rem 

42. Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that the Court issue an 
arrest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the defendant property pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c). 

Claims for Relief 

43. The plaintiff alleges and incorporates by reference the paragraphs above. 

44. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant property, approximately 
$28,766.00 in United States currency, was used or intended to be used in exchange for controlled 
substances, represents proceeds of trafficking in controlled substances, or was used or intended 
to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

45. The defendant approximately $28,766.00 in United States currency is therefore 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHEREEORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant property, approximately $28,766.00 in United States currency, be issued; that due 
notice be given to all interested parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should not 
be decreed; that judgment declare the defendant property to be condemned and forfeited to the 
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United States of America for disposition according to law; and that the United States of America 

be granted such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable, together with 

the costs and disbursements of this action. 

Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, this 25*'’ day of January, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTHEW D. KRUEGER 
United States Attorney 

By; s/SCOTT J. CAMPBEEE _ 

SCOTT J. CAMPBEEE 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Scott J. Campbell Bar Number: 1017721 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Office of the United States Attorney 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

517 East Wisconsin Avenue, Room 530 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 

Telephone: (414) 297-1700 

Eax: (414) 297-1738 

E-Mail: scott.campbell@usdoi.gov 
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Verification 


I, Scott Marlow, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Civil Eorfeiture in rem and know the contents thereof, and that the faetual matters 
contained in paragraphs 7 through 26 of the Verified Complaint are true to my own knowledge. 

The sources of my knowledge and information are the official files and reeords of the 
United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement officers, as well as my 
investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special Agent with DEA. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 01/24/19 _ s/SA SCOTT MARLOW _ 

Scott Marlow 
Special Agent 

Drug Enforeement Administration 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


V. 

Case No. 

APPROXIMATELY $28,766.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, 


Defendant. 


WARRANT FOR ARREST IN REM 


To: THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

WHEREAS, a Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem was filed on the 25* day of 
January, 2019, by the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, which seeks 
the forfeiture of the above-named defendant property pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, 
Section 881(a)(6), and which prays that process issue to enforce the forfeiture and to give notice 
to all interested parties to appear before the court and show cause why the forfeiture should not 
be decreed; and due proceedings being had, that the defendant property be condemned and 
forfeited to the use of the United States of America. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED to attach and arrest the defendant 
property, approximately $28,766.00 in United States currency, which was seized on or about 
September 5, 2018, from Rondell Ray at or near 3XXX W. Wright Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and which is presently in the custody of the United States Marshal Service in 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and to detain the same until further 


order of this Court. 


Dated this_day of_, 2019, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

STEPHEN C. DRIES 
Clerk of Court 


By; 


Deputy Clerk 


Return 

This warrant was received and executed with the arrest of the above-named defendant. 


Date warrant received; 


Date warrant executed; 


Name and title of arresting officer; 


Signature of arresting officer; 


Date; 
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